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Cllapter 1

The Early Britons

T'wo thousand years ago, at the time

of Jesus Christ, England was a small country
which hardly anyone knew about.
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The Great l‘listory of Britain

The people there lived in small tribes and
were farmers. One group of people were

called the Celts.

Unlike today, they did not have a King or
Queen, and the different tribes would not
have mixed together.

At this time, the Romans from Italy were
becoming more and more powerful and
they had heard rumours that this tiny 1sland
i the North of Europe had good resources
like 1ron and bronze.



The Early Britons

The Roman Emperor, who was called Julius
Caesar, decided he wanted to control
England and make 1t part of the Roman
Empire.
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So, m the year 43 AD the Romans
successfully mvaded England and landed 1n

Kent.

With the Romans came Christianity.
Jerusalem had been the centre of
Christianity after the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ. But after persecution by the Jews, the
Christians were scattered throughout the
Roman Empire. Many writers at this time
tell us that some of these persecuted
Christians came to England too.

The Romans brought with them lots of new
1deas. They bult roads and walls, like
Hadrian’s Wall in the North of England.



The Early Britons

They also introduced public baths and
toilets. The remains of Roman England can

still be seen 1 some English towns, such as
Bath and St. Albans.
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London began to grow as a town too,
although 1t was called ‘Londinium’ then.

Some of the English were not happy that the
Romans were taking control. Queen
Boudicca of the Iceni tribe decided to lead a
rebellion against the Romans.

She managed to burn the towns of St.
Albans and London but the Romans
managed to fight back and Boudicca lost.

During the next four hundred years the
Romans established themselves in England.
But there were other people keen on
controlling England. These people were the
Saxons from Europe.



The Early Britons

The Saxons began attacking England along

the Fast Coast so the Romans built forts all
along the Coast.

(IR
(10
&

At
et

——uaye

S ) _.J

8
—
facacs
- " ‘-
Ly




The Great l‘listory of Britain

However, by then Romans were becoming
weaker all across Europe and in 407 AD the
last Roman Soldiers left Britain.

During the next 400 years England was
mvaded several times. Firstly the Angles and
Saxons came 1n 450 AD. They became
known as Anglo-Saxons.

During the Anglo-Saxon period Roman
Catholicism came to England.

A Roman Catholic monk, St. Augustine,

came and began converting the Saxons. He
was then made the first Archbishop of

Canterbury in 601 AD.
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The next mvasion was by the Vikings in 793
AD, followed by the Danes mn 865 AD. The
Vikings never settled mn England, but the
Danes did.
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By now though, the English were becoming
more powerful. Alfred the Great became
King of Wessex in 871 AD.

He was a good King, and tried to bring
Christianity and the Bible to the people by
translating some of the Bible mnto English.

Alfred also helped to start umiting England
mto one country. He defeated the Danes
and captured London.



The Early Britons

In 899 AD, Alfred died but his hard work
meant that by 939 AD England was a united
country with one King.
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For the next one hundred years the people
of England were at peace, until 1066 when
they were mvaded again.

In the next chapter we will look at this
exciting story ...
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